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penfe too eafily with the Severity of a neceffary Ex-
amination, it may be imagined, that they have con-
fidered as real Succefs, what was in Truth only a
Phantom.

It remains to fay, that in thefe Refearches I have
coveted Truth, only for her own fake ; and have no
Inteteft in convincing thofe who may think proper
ftill obftinately to believe, what has been publithed
concerning lined Tubes, ele&trical Purgations, inftan-
tancous Cures, ¢re. 1 do not pretend to make any
of my Opinion, but thofe, who, having read with-
out Prejudice what I have here related, may find
themfelves touched by my Reafons: But if after
this there can be any one, upon whom the Love of
the Marvellous can make a victorious Impreflion, I
fhall not think ill of them, if they embrace
Opinions oppofite to mine ;5 Qui valt decipi, de-
cipiatur.

XXI. An extraordinary Cafe of a FraGure
of the Arm; communicated by Mr. John
Freke, F. R. §. Surgemn to St. Bartholo-
mew's Hofpital,

Read April 5. HE following Extra&t of a Letter

1750 from Mr. fohn Barde, Surgeon, in

New Tork, having been communicated to mie, I

thought the Cafe fo curious, and to have been

treated in fo skilful and regular a manner, as to be
worthy of being laid before this learned Society.
J- FREKE.
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IN May 1746. as Colonel Morris’s Lady was
going from this City to Morrifena, the Co-
lonel’s Country Seat, the had the Misfortune of
being thrown out of her Chaife by the Horfes
fuddenly falling down s by which means fhe had
both the Bones of her left Arm-broke. She was
immediatly conveyed to the Hermitage, a Coun-
try Scat belonging to the Honourable Jo/eph Mur-
ray, Efq; which is about a Mile and a Half from
the Place where the met with this unlucky Acci-
dent. Being fent for by the Colonel, I examined
the Cafle, and found the Bones broke in an ob-
lique Direttion, a very great Contufion of the
Mufcles, and the Arm already tumified; which,
together with the being three Months gone with
Child, obliged me, previous to the Reduction,
to blecd her in the Right Arm. I then care-
fully reduced the broken Arm, and applied the

propcr Bandages.
« The Cafe fucceeded, with lefs Inflammation than
ufually attends more fimple Accidents of thisKind s
and, in about twclve Days, the ventured to go
from the Hermitage to Morrifena, being about
fix Miles, But what I think remarkable in this
Cafe is, that tho’ the Ends of the fra&tured Bones
had been exaétly applied to each other, and tho’
the Bandages had been continued forty Days, yet,
upon their being removed, the Callus remained
fo foft and flexible, that her Arm could be bent
with the greateft Eafe into any Pofition, and appear-
ed perfetly firait, to the Satisfattion of the Patient
and Family. Bur, as I obferved the Callus to be
“ uncon-
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unconfirmed, 1 re-applicd the Bandage, which re-
mained on five Weeks longer.

« Upon a fecond Examination, I found, to my
Surprize, and the great Uneafine(s of the Parient
and Family, the Callus as foft and yiciding as
before. I therefore could not help thinking this
Cafe to be fimilar to two Cafes wh.ch Hildanus
gives the Hiftory of from his own Prafice : For,
as the Patient at this time was about five Months
gone with Child, Nature determined thofe nutri-
tious and agglutinating Juices, which were necef-
fary to form and confolidate the Callus, into a
different Chanel; v23. to the Support and In-
creafe of the Fetus. As a Confequence of this
Opinion, I contrived a Bandage made of Velvet,
with four thin Blades of Steel, a Quarter of an Inch
broad, and feven Inches long, which were covered
with Velvet, and fixed to the Infide of the Velvet
Bandage ; and to the Bandage itfelf I fixed four
fmall Buckles, with their correfponding Straps.

¢ The Bandaze thus contrived, and buckled on the

Arm, refembled a Muffitie, and was wore with the
greareft Convenicncy, keeping the Arm in a ftrait
Dirction, for four Months longer. In the mean
time, the Patient was made cafy by the encourage-
ing Hopes I gave her, that, afrer her Labour, the
Occonomy of Nature would be more immediately
direéted to the Recovery of the Ufe of her Arm.
And, indecd, fo it turned out: For the Callus
remained unconfirmed, her Arm ufelefs, and at
particular t'mes painful, till within nine Days of
her Dclivery ; when, all on a fudden, fhe ac-

¢ quainted the Colonel, that her Arm was quite
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tree from Pain, and had a very different Feeling
« fromy what it had before. From that rime, in lefs
¢ than 2 Month, the Callus was intiiely confirmed,
¢ and the Patient recovered the Ufe of her Arm;
¢ which, confidering the oblique Diretion of the
“ Fracture, and the long-continued Softnefs of the
« Callus, has its natural Beauty and Straitnefs
¢« wonderfully preferved.

¢ ] know thata Woman’s Pregnancy is mcntioned
« in general, by feveral Authors, as an Hindrance of
« the Callus being fo foon confirmed as in other
« Circumftances. But, except the two Cafes men-
« tioned by Turuer, and taken from Hildanus, 1
do not remember to have read any Hiftory, where
¢« the ufual Oecconomy of Nature, in reftoring a
¢ fraCtured Bone, was fo intirely, and for fo long a
« Time, interrupted ; and where the Caufe of fuch
¢ an Interruption appears fo plain, as in the Cafe I
« have been here re;ahng, are.
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XXII. A4 ﬂt?’fl.’?é?" Aecount of the Libelle or
May- mes, from Mr. John Bartram of
Penfylvania, communicated by Mr. Peter

Coili nfon, F. R.&§.

Read April 5. €NYOME time ago I laid * before the
1750 Roval Society my Obfervations on
the wondertul Appearance of the Libellz or May
fies of England. This Account being perufed by my
ingenious

* Sce this Tranll p 327,



